22                        PASTOR HALL

Ida Hall What else is there in the letter?

Fritz Gerte. If you want to know the whole of it, your
name is not mentioned. But don't triumph too soon, my
dear. This Herr Pegge was your brother, you are the
heiress, you dictated the letter to the General, you
wanted to bring the money into safety, you got
Christine off with an American tourist.

Ida Hall The money doesn't belong to me at all. My
brother was mad about Christine, She is the heiress.

Fritz Gerte. So much the worse. For Christine, I mean.
You've brought trouble on her as well.

Ida Hall Then what shall I do ?

Fritz Gerte. Ill help you once more, this time as well.
You're a German woman, your character is spotlessly
clean and you'll be given time to prove it. That's why I
tell you now, the marriage is off; give that goose which
smells so nice and crisp to the Winter-Relief. The ship
will sail, but without Christine.

Ida Hall And what else ?

Fritz Gerte. Keep quiet. Is the American testator safe?

Ida Hall He is under oath.

Fritz Gerte. Then he'll keep quiet. The matter of the
legacy will not be mentioned. Christine can keep the
money intact. But this time I'm going to strike a bargain
with you. Christine is a minor. Your husband will forbid
this marriage tonight. I shall ring you up at eight-fifteen